












circulation at23,320 for a population now over 6800. Success, however, had a price. In the library 
world, that meant packing up the stock. 
 
County library life in the mid-twentieth century was rarely static as the patrons visit, hordes of 
children embrace story hours and thin, vividly illustrated stories, books need shelving, questions 
answered and the inevitable annoyances of the everyday descend upon the facility. Throughout, 
there was one constant: growth. 
 
With both a growing community and brisk usage, soon the call became the familiar one of finding a 
new location. There were even some of the nearly 7000 residents who wanted to form their own 
library and not as a branch of the county system. It was not a new thought in the County system as 
patrons contended with the bureaucracy of convincing others to find sufficient funds to address a 
local need. Library Director, Lois King Crumb (1958-1970), was able to soothe secessionist 
thoughts and the library continued to serve as a county branch...but in a new location. 
 
Once again, patrons and circulation required another move for the 3000 plus books. There had 
been various possibilities considered by Library Director King. In her notes, she mentioned two in 
March: one a city owned building that would require remodeling but rent was fixed at $1 a year. 
Another building owner would charge $40-$50 a month but the city would remodel. Residents 
wanted to start from scratch and build a library. This option would eventually occur...but not for 
over another decade. Again, the city offered to buy a former barber shop with two rooms in the 
back for the library. Crumb decided the 800 square feet too small and continued looking. Finally, a 
"big old place" once used as a hardware store became the choice. 
 
Not located on the main street but with a rent of $75 monthly, in late November 1966,127 Bridge 
Street became the library's home for the next 14 years. Close to 1000 square feet and with a five-
year lease, Crumb organized the move of locations using the "sheriff's crew" jail residents) and 
library maintenance men in a one day. Move. The local newspaper complimented the shift as 
occurring "without missing even a minute of service." No mention was made that Crumb had to 
travel to Santa Maria to buy drapes for the facility. Furthermore, the article explained, the former 
location was cramped for space, annoyed by noise from the freeway and contended with the noise 
from the American Legion Hall. The new facility had "better lighting, more space for books and 
work area" and better parking "half again as large" as former location. Open 28 hours weekly, there 
was now space for nearly 5000 books, weekly deliveries, more reference material, "a round table," 
and a special children's section. By the end of the decade, in the community of almost 8000 
residents, there were 3500 card holders with a yearly circulation slightly exceeding 37,000. 
 
Kitchel now had a 4O-hour weekly assignment and her assistant, Kathleen McNeil had a 30 hour a 
week contract. Within a year in the new location, it became the busiest branch in the south county. 
Kitchel was able to enjoy the new home for six years. Even at the opening, the bigger branch 
produced little confidence it would be sufficient for the anticipated increase in patronage. Five 
years later, owners, Leo and Minta Brisco, added to the building. Another luxury was 
added...carpeting... the first use in the county system. 
 
There was no mistaking the advantages of living in the small community that had grown by 126% 
in ten years counting nearly 7500 residents. For the library's guardian, it had been both a dynamic 
and an 







libraries as local facilities...still experienced throughout the county. Of the other casualties for the 
regional facility, Pismo Beach and Halcyon are today fading memories, Oceano was reestablished 
after years of near-heroic efforts, and Grover Beach is an all-volunteer effort. Each will have a bit of 
its history remembered but for the folks of Arroyo Grande, not a new story but a new chapter began 
in May 1980 and continues to make headlines to this day. 
 
LIBRARIANS 
1919-1919:  Muriel Bennett 
1919-1953:  Ethel "Etta" Jatta 
1954-1972:  Bernice Kitchel 
1972-1980:  Kathleen (McNeil) Thompson 
1980-1983:  Linda Elliott (Johnson) 
1983-2008:  Deborah Schlanser 
2008–2022:  Rosalyn "Roz" Pierini 
2022–Present:  Margaret Kensinger-Klopfer 
 
 
COUNTY LIBRARIANS 
1919-1921: Margaret Dold 
1922-1928: Florence A. Gantz 
1928-1932: Lilian Sabin 
1932-1948: Marion Fechet Kilburn (Bertha Franklin, Interim) 
1949-1951: Lila G. Adams 
1951-1952: Bertha Franklin, Interim 
1952-1958: Walter A. Sharafanowich 
1958-1970: Lois King Crumb 
1970-1993: Dale Warren Perkins 
1993-2013: Brian Reynolds 
2013-Present: Christopher Barnickel 
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